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EDITORIAL 


A World in Agony and 
Some Things We Forget 


As this is written the exploding situation in 
Central Europe and the Middle East is so heart- 
breaking and so fraught with danger for the 
entire world that one is driven to cry out to God 
for those who find themselves involved in the 
maelstrom. Suffering, death and destruction are 
spreading like a horrible nightmare. 


Many ere showering abuse on Israel, England 
and France. That their action was a blow to 
allied unity, as well as to the North Atlantic 
treaty concept, none will deny. That it may 
prove a terrible blunder may also eventuate. 
But there are historical facts which need to be 
remembered. 


Furthermore, it is both unfair and unrealistic 
to place the actions in the Middle East in the 
same category as Russia’s ruthless suppression 
of a people’s desire for freedom as seen in 
Hungary. 


The little nation of Israel is not only hated 
by her Arab neighbors but the writer has talked 
to many Christians who express total sympathy 
for the Arabs and none for Israel. 


Here are some facts which need to be remem- 
bered: 


Twenty years ago the number of Jews in the 
world was about sixteen million. Six million 
were killed by the Hitler regime in Germany. 
An additional two and a half million are esti- 
mated to have lost their lives in Russia. In 
other words over half of the Jews in the world 
have been done to death by evil men and nations 
in the last two decades. 


At the termination of World War II it be- 
came imperative to resettle the hundreds of 
thousands of refugee Jews scattered around the 
world. Also, tens of thousands were clamoring 
to leave those areas in Central Europe where 
life had become intolerable. 
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The logical place for them to settle was in 
Palestine, their historic home. That an ultimate 
compromise was worked out which resulted in 
the displacement of some nine hundred thou- 
sand Arabs was tragic for these people. The 
writer, with many other Christians, has seen 
some of these camps of displaced Arabs in 
Lebanon and elsewhere and they are truly piti- 
ful. What is not known is that many feel this 
refugee problem could have been solved years 
ago but for the intransigent attitude of some 
of the Arab leaders. These camps have been 
used as testimony to the ruthlessness of Israel 
and as a propaganda weapon against that nation. 


There is another aspect which is open for 
all to see for themselves. The Israeli are in- 
spired with an indomitable will to work, and 
to fight for their country. These people, 
through initiative and hard work have truly 

made the desert to blossom like a rose. In- 
dustry of every kind is flourishing. And, these 
people are willing to fight for home and coun- 
try. Without disparagement of others it is safe 
to say that the Israeli army is, for its size, the 
best army in the world. Largely anti-religious? 
Yes. But the nation of Israel is a_ political 
entity which has brought undying fear into the 
heart of the Arab world. 


The Arab nations which immediately sur- 
round Israel are, in large measure, the very 
antithesis of that little nation. Only too often 
lacking in initiative and industry; content to 
live with a minimum of effort; an economy often 
dependent on fabulous oil reserves rather than 
work; inspired by a fanatical adherence to the 
Moslem faith, these descendants of Ishmael are 
no match for their cousins from the line of 
Isaac, and they know it. This inferiority com- 
plex has begotten an insatiable hatred of Israel 
whom they consider an intruder into that part 
of the world they have dcminated for hundreds 
of years. 

The Arab world has been electrified by the 
bold actions of Nasser and they have turned 
to him as their inspired leader. That he took 


illegal and unilateral possession of the Suez 
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Canal thrilled them even more. That Egypt 
had for two years maintained a strict boycott 
of Israeli ships, not permitting them to pass 
through the Canal, is little known. One won- 
ders why the United Nations let this sore con- 
tinue to fester? 


England and France have found themselves 
hamstrung by the United Nations. Faced with 
confiscation of their rights and a continued out- 
look of a Canal open only by the whim of a 
man obviously greedy for power and prestige, 
they have gambled on recovering the Canal and 
maintaining it as an international waterway, 
open and guaranteed to all. 


Whether this gamble will pay off is doubt- 
ful. Action which might have been effective 
weeks ago is now so late that not only the Canal 
itself but the oil pipe lines may be indefinitely 
lost. The lack of unified support in England 
and France is in itself a sad commentary. 


Before condemning the action of England and 
France it may be well to consider whether they 
themselves have not been the victims of a Polly- 
anna policy of fecklessness on the part of nations 
who a generation ago would have put inter- 
national honesty above international politics. 


The writer is no prophet but he believes that 
just as World War II resulted from inaction 
when Hitler marched into Sudetenland and 
Japan marched into Manchuria, so we face the 
possibility of another world conflagration be- 
cause of wishful thinking in the face of inter- 
national robbery. 


As for the tragedy of Hungary and Poland. 
For all of our vaunted morality America has 
stood by through the years and watched re- 
gretfully but inactively while the nations of 
Central Europe have been enslaved by a god- 
less tyranny. Many young people in America 
have never even heard of the independent na- 
tions of Latvia, Lithuania and Esthonia. Polite 
expressions of regret have not saved these na- 
tions from slavery, nor have they helped Poland, 
Hungary, or Czecho-Slovakia. 


Now we see these peoples making a desperate 
struggle against their Communist masters and 
our hearts bleed for them. Are they not like 
the wounded man on the road to Jericho? Have 
we forgotten moral and spiritual principles? 
Are we so naive as to think that governments 
such as the Kremlin understand any kind of 
restraints other than force or temporary ex- 


pediency? For years we have temporized with 
Communism. We gave diplomatic recognition 
to Russia and ever since that day this recogni- 
tion has been a snare and a sorrow. We sit in 
the same United Nations with the world’s great- 
est enemy and hope that by conciliation and 
compromise and conference we can change the 
leopard’s spots. 


What should we do? With all of these brave 
words the writer might be expected to have 
an answer. We have none. We believe the 
opportunities for containment and a new day 
in international morality are so compromised 
by our international commitments that until 
the slate is cleared and we start anew there is 
little we can do. 


The high hopes of Hungary of a few days 
ago seem shattered at this writing. Blood, suf- 
fering and death has come to thousands who 
had the courage to stand for freedom, even more 
than death. 


Peace? Where is peace to be found? Certain- 
ly not in a man-made organization of either 
men or nations. Man does not will to have 
peace and then have it. Peace is conferred by 
God and comes on His terms. Here in America 
too many want peace so that they may continue 
to serve the Devil in luxury and quiet. 


The answer seems axiomatic: There is no 
peace to the wicked. In Christ only will man- 
kind find peace; For He is The Prince of 
Peace. L.N.B. 





A Basket of Fruit 
The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23) 
The Fruit of the Spirit is 
Goodness 


Two Old English words, “good,” and “bad.” 
To be really good, a thing has to be “good 
all the way through,” as the boy said about 
the apples he was peddling. We don’t like a 
man like Pecksniff, or a Pharisee, who is only 
good on the outside, but within is full of cor- 
ruption. 


God made man good, but he lost. his good- 
ness. He has to be made into a New Man in 
Christ Jesus; There is a green hill far away 
" He died to make us good. What con- 
stitutes a good man? He has two parts; Inner 
and Outer. 
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I. The Inner Man; the hidden man of the 
heart; good on the inside. 


1. He has a Good Heart. The old heart of 
stone has been removed. His heart has been 
made clean, tender, loving; “A copy, Lord, of 
Thine.” 


2. He has a Good Mind. His foolish, dark- 
ened mind has given place to a mind enlight- 
ened in the knowledge of Christ, one that is 
humble and that catches a vision of what God 
wants it to be. 


3. He has a Good Conscience; taught of God; 
one that is alive and responsive to the God Who 
made it. 


4. He has a Good Will. The will is the strong 
house, the citadel. We were left to the freedom 
of our wills, and fell into sin. Some wills are 
weak; some are stubborn. A good will is one 
that is submissive to the will of God, completely 
yielded to Him; one that can say, Not my will, 


but Thine, O Lord. 


II. The Outer Man: Good on the outside. 


We live in Bodies, and they should be con- 
secrated to God. 


1. Good Eyes; the Eye-Gate is very important. 
We realize that today. Good eyes are eyes that 
have been opened so that we can see the things 
of God. 


2. Good Ears. O earth, earth, earth, hear 
the Word of the Lord. There are many dis- 
tracting noises in our world. May we listen, 
so that our souls may live! 


3. Good Feet. Feet that never lead into sin; 
feet like the feet of Jesus, as He went about 
doing good. We can see His footprints every- 
where. 


4. Good Hands, like the Hands of Jesus. 


Only the Holy Spirit can make us good all 
the way through; the fruit of the Spirit is 
Goodness. 





Are There People Actually 


in Financial Need? 


The above question, on the face of it, appears 
to be facetious. Strangely, there is a feeling to- 
day that there is not too much financial need 
in any group. 


We have become used to reading about en- 
dowment insurance, company retirement plans, 
social security, community welfare assistance, 
etc. Quite naturally, we assume that some one 
of these plans, and maybe several of them, will 
certainly care for the aged. And yet, within 


our own Presbyterian Church family there are 
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those who will never be the beneficiaries of 
any of the above forms of assistance. Through 
no fault of their own, they are without adequate 
means of subsistence. These are our aged, re- 
tired ministers and their dependents. In many 
cases, they do not come under our Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund (retirement annuity plan for 
ministers.) 


The Fund went into effect in 1940, and even 
those who are under it had very little time to 
build up a reserve before they, too, were retired. 
Furthermore, Social Security for ministers did 
not become effective until 1955, and so many 
will get no aid in old age from that. 


It is unlikely that they were able to save 
any money from salaries which at best only 
barely met living necessities while they were 
active, for it is a notable fact that clergymen 
throughout the country are always at the lower 
end of the pay scale. 


Even if a minister retired last year, with 15 
years in the Fund, his annuity very likely is 
small, because pay raises for the minister in 
the past 15 years have by no means kept pace 
with rising price of living, and what we paid 
him 15 years ago barely kept him going. His 
annuity is, of course small, yet he is probably 
getting the maximum. Quite naturally, this 
annuity must be supplemented, and the Joy 
Gift every Christmas season makes a big dif- 
ference. 


Now, what about the minister, or his de- 
pendents, who have no income from the Annuity 
Fund? Ministerial Relief is the only answer. 
Members of the Board of Annuities and Relief 
have pondered from time to time the use of 
the word, “Relief.” It certainly is not a pleas- 
ant word to apply to the recipients, and in a 
very large sense the word is inaccurate. Tech- 
nically, these wenderful people may be on “re- 
lief.” Morally, and certainly from a Christian 
standpoint, any money they receive is deferred 
salary money they should have been 
paid while they were active. Our Joy Gifts are 
really tributes to them. This does not point 
the finger at any particular local church, it 
simply means that our Church, as a whole, has 
had its part in underpaying ministers. We 
can’t go back to the original setting, but as a 
group of people with comparatively large in- 
comes we can now provide the gifts that will 
enable these fine servants of this Church to 
live out their days in some reasonable kind of 
security. 


Strangely, too, often facts about the circum- 
stances of those aide! must be solicited, since 
these ministers do net ecrdinarily promote their 
own welfare. In the thick file of thank you 
notes received each year in the office of the 
Board there are many sentences, the gist of 
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which is that “if others need help more, then 
give them a part of mine.” And from time to 
time certain adjustments are made, and there 
is seldom any complaint. Too often we take 
it for granted that “unless they tell us, they 
must be getting along well.” But be assured of 
one thing — there is a very real, and some- 
times acute need among our aged ministers and 
their families. The Joy Gift season is our re- 
minder of this need. Let’s do more about it! 





The Importance of Local 
Initiative 
By P. D. Miller 


Since the close of World War II, the Church 
Extension forces of our denomination have or- 
ganized new Presbyterian Churches whose lands 
and present buildings have cost nearly $25,000,- 
000.00. That is a right respectable amount of 
money in a small body such as ours and it has 
financed the beginnings of above 600 new 
churches. What has been the secret of our suc- 
cess in this field? 


So far as human agencies are concerned, I 
do not hesitate to say that the most important 
factor has been our dependence upon local 
initiative. No Board of our Church has ever 
had the money or manpower to accomplish such 
results alone. There is one splendid body of 
Christians in America which places upon its 
denominational Board the entire responsibility 
for locating and erecting new churches. Local 
forces organize the church but the Board fur- 
nishes all the money, supervises the work and 
turns the completed first structure over to the 
congregation free of debt. 

Our plan places first responsibility upon ex- 
isting local churches and their Presbytery lead- 
ers. They take the initiative, and then call 
upon the Board of Church Extension for cer- 
tain specific services which it is prepared to 
render. That service may begin with one of 
our Sunday School Extension Workers going 
into the community for a number of weeks. 
Then, in Mr. Hal Hyde, we have a qualified 
business man furnished by the Board to survey 
any community and suggest strategic points 
where church sites should be purchased before 
land values go too high. When such a site has 
been secured and a new congregation organized, 
then the Board can send another qualified per- 
son, Mr. O. V. Caudill, who will advise about 
the type and cost of buildings for the present 
and future needs of the group. When local 
funds are insufficient to take advantage of a 
known opportunity, the Board is sometimes able 
to make a modest grant toward one of these 
new projects. If a new congregation cannot 
borrow locally, the Board has some funds which 
can be used for making low interest loans. 
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But in all this process, primary responsibility 
rests upon local people. The Board renders 
certain valuable services but most of the work 
is done and most of the money is raised at the 
community level. This de-centralized plan of 
procedure may work more slowly than the one 
referred to in a sister denomination, but it goes 
further and gets more done, for the very reason 
that it enlists more persons. This means for 
every $1,000.00 of Assembly funds invested in 
new churches there has been many times that 
amount raised locally. It is very important that 
this first $1,000.00 be available at the right time, 
but it alone would never even begin the job. 


The Board of Church Extension takes pardon- 
able pride in what it has been able to do in 
this field of new church planning and build- 
ing. But the large credit belongs to those strong 
congregations which have been willing to send 
out colonies and put real money behind them; 
it belongs to groups of laymen in many cities 
who have put money and business brains behind 
this expansion program; and, most of all, it 
belongs to Presbytery Committees and Execu- 
tives who have seen the opportunities and have 
worked ceaselessly to capitalize upon them. A 
very valuable service has been rendered by the 
religious press in publicizing both the needs and 
the achievements in this field. It would require 
a lot of orchids to go around. 


Our denomination depends largely upon local 
initiative in its expansion program and the re- 
sults would appear to commend the plan for 
continued use. There is yet much land to be 
possessed. Indeed, the years just ahead may 
amaze us. Therefore, it is urgent that the peo- 
ple nearest to these opportunities take advan- 
tage of them with large vision, hard work and 
earnest prayer. Paul may plant and Apollos 
water but only God is able to give the increase 
of spiritual fruit. The Board of Church Ex- 
tension salutes all those who are in this partner- 
ship with us. We have developed a working 
formula whose most important ingredient is 
local initiative. 
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English Instructor and Dean of Boys, 
Glade Valley School, Inc. 


Scene: Dining room of an American family home. 


Table covered with white table cloth; 
dishes, cutlery, drinking glasses; milk 
pitcher, turkey, mashed potatoes (tur- 
key can be constructed by art class and 
milk can be made by mixing white pow- 
der in water; mashed potatoes can be 
dough or white colored clay); micro- 
phone. 


Props: 


Casts Announcer-interviewer; family consisting 
of father, mother, son, daughter; guests 
consisting of one man and one woman. 


Announce?-interviewer: 


Hello, fellow Americans, and a _ Happy 
Thanksgiving Day to all of you! Today, as mil- 
lions of Americans throughout the length and 
breadth of our beloved land are observing a 
Day of Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 
many blessings which are ours, this radio-tele- 
vision station, in cooperation with the Glade 
Valley School is bringing you an “on-the-spot” 
Thanksgiving Day observance in the home of 
a typical American family. 


We have brought you to the dinig room of 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Public. 
Seated around the table, which you see is loaded 
with good things to eat, are the members of 
the Public family and their two guests. 


In addition to Mr. and Mrs. Public, the fam- 
ily consists of John Jr. and Sandra. Johnny and 
Sandra are twins, fourteen years of age, and in 
the ninth grade at Glade Valley School. 


The guests are the Rev. Mr. Brown, pastor 
of the church which the Public family attends, 
and Miss Smith, a member of the Glade Valley 
faculty and a teacher of the twins. 


As I am speaking to you now you will notice 
that the family and their guests are having 
Grace. This is a regular practice in the Public 
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By Wayne H. Davis 
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home, for they are a devoted family. Today, 
being Thanksgiving Day, they are especially 
conscious of their many blessings. 1 


As soon as Grace has been completed I shall 
interview each member of the Public family | 
and their two guests, for we want to hear the | 
thoughts each is thinking at this moment. 


(PAUSE) (Announcer-interviewer turns to 


glance at people seated at table.) 


Announcer-interviewer: 


I see Grace has been completed and dinner 
is now in progress; so, with their kind permis- | 
sion, we will ask each one to leave the table © 


and come to the microphone. 


Mr. Public, sir, will you please tell us the 











thoughts that were going through your mind | 
as Grace was being asked? 


Mr. Public: 


I will be most happy to do so. I was listen- 
ing closely to the words of Rev. Brown as he! 
prayed the Grace just now, and I whispered 


‘its 





several silent ““Amens”’ as he spoke. 


You want to know my thoughts at this time? 
Well, I have many thoughts about the many 
wonderful things for which I have to be thank- 
ful, but I'll name some of them for you. | 

First of all, I’m very thankful for the won- } 
derful family I have! My wife—and my two 
fine twins! I’m thankful for the love we have 
for each other, and which we share together. 
I'm thankful for our health, and I’m thankful 
for our faith in God. 


I'm thankful that I’ve got a job and am able 
to provide for my family. Oh, we’re not rich, 
of course, when you think of being rich in 
terms of money, but I make a pretty decent 
wage, we own our home, and I’m able to give 
Johnny and Sandra at least a few little extras. 


We are rich, though, in the things that really 
count: health, love and respect, happiness! When 
I think today how I sometimes complain,—well, 
I feel ashamed, and | say a little silent prayer 
that from now on I'll be more content and 
recegnize, daily, the blessings God has seen fit | 
to give to me and to my wonderful family! 





Announcer-interviewer: 


Thank you, sir, and I am sure we all agree 
with you that you do have much for which to 
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; 


be thankful—not only on this one day, but 
every day! 


Mrs. Public, if you please? 
} Mrs. Public: 


I hardly know what else I can say to add 
anything to John’s words. I, too, am very grate- 
ful for our family and the life we share to- 
gether. What woman wouldn’t be thankful to 
have a wonderful husband and two lovely chil- 
dren! God has been very good to me! 


I’m thankful that we live in a nation which 
has seen fit to set aside a certain day out of the 
year when we can pause in our busy lives to 
take count of our blessings and to express our 
gratitude to our Heavenly Father for all that 
He has done—and continues to do—for us. 








ae to lt a Hn. o 


I'm grateful for friends and neighbors—peo- 
ple like ourselves who are true and loyal, and 
who are decent, law-abiding citizens. 


I’m grateful for our churches and our schools 
and that we may go to whatever church we 
desire and that we can see our children get 
i, good education if they want it! Not all the 


ihe « ee ne atl tills 


peoples of the world live in a land which lets 
its citizens decide so many things for themselves. 





Oh, I’m just so thankful today, os 


+) well, I just can’t say it all! 


| Announcer-interviewer: 


Now, that was wonderful, Mrs. Public, and 
jwe do thank you for what you have said. It 
is an inspiration to all of us! 


Johnny and Sandra, will you come over here 
and tell us what special thanks you may have 
on this day? Sandra, since you’re the young lady, 
you speak first. 


Sandra: 


I'm thankful for my home. I’m thankful for 
my wonderful daddy and mamma. My)! today 
I’m even thankful for Johnny—he’s a good 
brother, honest! 


I’m thankful for my girl friends and what 
they mean to me. 


I’m glad I live in America and I can do some 
things that other boys and girls in other places 
Hcan’t do—well, like having new dresses, and 
jcome home after school and open the refriger- 
ator door and see such things as a bottle of 
cold milk, or even pop, and fresh, cold oranges 
—and even cake or pie! 





I guess all this sounds kinda selfish, doesn’t it 
'—but, honest, I don’t mean it that way! 


I guess it just all means I’m glad I’m an 
American girl! 
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Announcer-interviewer: 
Now, Johnny? 
Johnny: 


We—ll, I dunno, I guess I’m just thankful 
for the same things most young kids in Amer- 
ica are thankful for. 


I'm glad we can all be here together and 
have a swell dinner like this, and, well, I’m 
sure glad I've got the Mom and Pop I've got! 
They're swell parents, really! Oh, sometimes I 
guess I think they're kinda tough on me—you 
know, like makin’ me stay in and study some- 
times when I'd rather be out runnin’ around— 
or to a movie with some of my pals, but, I guess 
they know best. And, they let me do a lot of 
things—when I get right down to thinking 
about the privileges I have. 





Sandy said she was even thankful for me, so 
I guess I'll have to say I’m glad she’s my sister. 
I am, too, when I see some of the sisters some 
of my buddies are stuck with! Sandy’s real keen 
compared to some girls I know! 


I'm glad Mr. Brown and Miss Smith can be 
here with us today, too. Mr. Brown, he’s our 
preacher and sometimes his sermons are kinda 
boring to a kid—guess we don’t always under- 
stand just what he’s sayin’, but he’s a regular 
guy. I remember once at a Sunday School picnic 
—he caught a high fly that I thought for sure 
was goin’ to be a home run and lose the game 
for our side! 


And Miss Smith—she makes you study, and 
sometimes she piles on lots of home work, but, 
I dunno, she’s fair—all the kids know that— 
and she seems to be really interested in us; — so, 
I’m just glad they can be with us today. I just 
hope Sandy don’t blab it all over school we 
had Miss Smith to dinner, though! 





Announcer-interviewer: 


God bless you, Johnny and Sandra. No won- 
der your mother and daddy are so proud of 
you! I just hope every boy and girl in America 
—and every boy and girl in the whole world— 
have the same thankfulness in their hearts 
today! 


Miss Smith, you’re Johnny and Sandra’s teach- 
er, aren't you? You must also be a pretty good 
friend of the Public family, since you're eating 
Thanksgiving Dinner with them. Will you tell 
us what is on your heart today? 


Miss Smith: 


I have so many things for which to thank 
God! Love and loyalty, health, memories, hap- 
py days and even unhappy times—because you 
know, sometimes our unhappy experiences 
make us stronger in Faith. 


PAGE 7 








{'m thankful for a job to do. Sometimes I 
think I have the most difficult job in the whole 
world, but, oh! it’s an important job—and it’s 
a rewarding job! When I see some boy and 
some girl whom I’ve scolded, whom I’ve taught 
sometimes with impatience but always with 
love; when I see them succeed—graduate from 
junior high school and go on to high school, 
— well, it is then I realize I’m a rich woman! 
Money couldn’t buy the satisfaction which is 
mine then! 


And, I keep track of my boys and girls— 
I follow them through high school, and on to 
college or out into life. They don’t know this, 
I suppose, but when I hear that some little boy 
I knew has become a business man, or a fellow 
teacher, or a doctor—or has a good job in a 
factory, — well, I say a little prayer of thanks 
to God that I have had the privilege to touch 
his life—even in a small way. When I hear that 
some little giggly girl I once had in class has 
gone on to greater things I feel a tear or two 
of happiness trickle down my face. 


I’m thankful to God that He has given me 
the privilege to work with boys and girls—for 
they are of His making, and they are wonder- 
ful—in spite of their nervous energy and their 
mischievousness! They are so terribly important, 
for they so soon become tomorrow’s citizens, 
and our country—our world—depends upon 
them! They are OUR FUTURE. 


Announcer-interviewer: 


Thank you, Miss Smith. You could not have 
put it in plainer words! Lastly, but certainly not 
least, Rev. Mr. Brown, you asked the Blessing 
a few minutes ago. Will you tell us, sir, why 
this particular Thanksgiving Day has meaning 
for you? 


The Rev. Mr. Brown: 


This particular Thanksgiving Day has mean- 
ing for me because it is just that—A Day of 
Thanksgiving. Of course, to the believer, every 
day is a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God 
for His Bountiful Blessings to us, His children. 
We must never cease thanking God for all His 
Goodness. 


But, today, as we look around the world and 
see it more in peace than it has yet been in 
the lifetime of these children here, we cannot 
help but be thankful. Things could be better, 
of course—and we hope and pray that conditions 
will get better, but, oh! they could be so very 
much worse than they are! 


This particular Thanksgiving Day has special 
meaning in that I have the privilege to be a 
loved guest in the home of one of my church 
families. I, as a minister, am truly grateful to 
have such wonderful people in my church! 


I am thankful for our beloved America and 
all that it means to all of its people. I am 
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thankful that we live in a land where govern- 
ment was founded upon FAITH—and a true 
Faith—in God, and that here, government is 
the servant of the people, not the master of the 
people. 


To sum it all, I am thankful—sincerely thank- 
ful—today and every day of my life—for the 
bountiful blessings which come from an All- 
Loving Heavenly Father! 


Announcer-interviewer: 


I can only say “Amen” to your remarks, Mr. 
Brown—io say anything else would only be to 
add useless words. 


Friends out in America, wherever you may be 
as you have come by television into the home 
of the Public family and have witnessed this 
remarkable display of humble thanksgiving, we 
hope you have gained real inspiration; and I 
know you join with me, here, in expressing to 
Mr. and Mrs. Public, to Johnny and Sandra, and 
to the Rev. Mr. Brown and Miss Smith, appre- 
ciation for the messages they have brought us 
today. 


Now this is John Heritage returning you to 
the studios of GVHS, and wishing you all God’s 
richest blessings—always! 


THE END 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, November 25, Acts 15:35-41. John 
Mark had deserted Paul and Barnabas during 
their first missionary journey (13:5,13). As the 
second missionary journey begins, a dispute 
arises between Paul and Barnabas as to the 
advisability of taking Mark with them again 
(vv.36-38) . Notice the sharpness of the disagree- 
ment (v.39). Why is Paul opposed to taking 
Mark (v.38)? Why do you think Barnabas is 
in favor of taking him (v.37; 4:36)? Are either 
acting with un-Christian motives? Is their so- 
lution to the problem the best under the cir- 
cumstances (vv.39-41)? Read II Timothy 4:11 
for what Paul later says about Mark. Can you 
love those who fail you? who strongly differ 
with you? 


Monday, November 26, Matthew 11:25-30. 
Picture the oxen in the invitation of v.28, stum- 
bling, weary and overworked. How is the yoke 
of Christ (vv.29-30) in contrast to the condi- 
tions of v.28? What change takes place when 
we come to Christ with our burdens (vv.28- 
30)? Can we come to Christ in a spirit of self- 
sufficiency (v.25)? What is the end of the un- 
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repentant, self-sufficient person who is unwill- 
ing to have Christ’s yoke placed upon him 
(vv.20-24) ? Could the hand of God be in your 
hardships and toils to bring you to Christ? 
Thanks be to God who allows us to feel our 
own weakness that we may find our sufficiency 
in Him. 

Tuesday, November 27, Mark 1:16-22. Mark 
pictures Jesus as a person of decision and action. 
Observe how readily men become His disciples 
(vv.16-20), leaving behind position (v.18) and 
family (v.20). What does the word “immediate- 
ly” in vv.18,20,21,29 suggest? Notice how quick- 
ly Jesus establishes His authority (vv.21-22,27) 
and gains attention (v.28). Though He is the 
Son of God (vv.11,24), there are a number of 
human factors which help account for all this: 
the presence of the Holy Spirit in His life 
(v.10), His own personal victory over tempta- 
tion (vv.12-13), His personal prayer life (v.35). 
Could a lack of the power of the Spirit, defeat 
in temptation, or absence of prayer be factors 
keeping you from serving Christ boldly and 
decisively? 


Wednesday, November 28, John 14:25-31. As 
Jesus is about to leave His disciples (13:33) 
He prepares them for the future (vv.16ff). 
Whom does Jesus promise to send in His place 
(vv.16-17,26) ? What functions will this Person 
perform as a teacher (v.26)? Why does the 
Spirit’s presence dwell in the lives of some and 
not in others (v.17)? Can the Spirit, who is 
called “holy” (v.26) and the “Spirit of Truth” 
(v.17a) live in any but the heart of the Chris- 
tian? As the Holy Spirit dwells within, what 
relation will Christ have with the believer 
(vv.18,20) ? What other ministry will the Holy 
Spirit perform (vv.16,26b)? What will this 
mean in the believer’s heart (v.27)? What func- 
tions have you been aware of that the Holy 
Spirit has performed in your heart? 


Thursday, November 29, Mark 10:28-31. Read 
the incident that precedes this passage (vv.17- 
22). Observe Jesus’ attitude toward the young 
man (v.2la). Is this stumbling block the pos- 
session of riches or the love of riches (vv.21- 
22)? What is your reaction to Jesus’ state- 
ments of vv.23-25? Is it similar to that of the 
disciples (v.26)? What does Jesus’ reply in v.27 
reveal about the doctrine of election? How does 
it tie in with Matthew 11:27 and John 6:44? 
The ties of this world are often a grave stum- 
bling block to following Christ, but observe 
the reward to those that do put these things 
secondary (vv.29-30). What ties of material 
wealth or human companionship keep you from 
fully following Christ? 


Friday, November 30, John 16:7-15. Deep 
ties of loyalty have bound the hearts of the 
disciples to their Master (13:36-37), but now 
He says it is to their advantage that He leave 
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them (16:7). In His prayer to the Father (v.17) 
what does Jesus say He has accomplished in 
the lives of the disciples (17:6-8)? Has He 
done all that the Father has given Him to do 
with them (17:8,14)? For what does He pray 
in their behalf for the future (17:11,15,17) ? 
How will the Holy Spirit finish the work in 
their hearts that Christ has started while in 
the flesh (16:13-15)? Are you willing to leave 
the future of some work that you have begun 
for the Lord in His hands, should He call you 
to some other task? 


Saturday, December 1, Matthew 28:16-20. The 
Book of Revelation reveals Christ in His King- 
ship while the gospels, on the whole, portray 
Him as the Lamb of God. In giving the Great 
Commission, however, the risen Christ mani- 
fests Himself in His royal power (vv.18,20). 
His disciples give Him worship (v.17). He 
has all authority (v.18). He equates Himself 
with the other two members of the Trinity 
(v.19). He holds the future in His hands 
(v.20b). Compare this picture of Christ with 
that given in Revelation 1:5-7,17-19. Revelation 
1:12-16,20 tells us that this Kingly Christ is 
standing in the midst of His churches. Meditate 
upon what Christ says about Himself in the 
Great Commission together with the portrayal 
given of Him in Revelation 1. Do you have a 
new sense of the authority and presence of the 
One who has given you the Great Commission? 





The Bible: Worth Living By 
and Dying For! 


By George S. Lauderdale 


In the whole world there are but these basic 
factors: God’s Word, that which needs God’s 
Word, evil forces which would prevent the 
Word from getting into men’s hearts, and good 
powers which put the Word into hearts. All 
sin is opposition to God’s gospel; righteous- 
ness is faith in and obedience to the heaven- 
sent message. 


God is interested in man’s response to His 
Word, being sad when it is ignored or called 
a lie by unbelief. He rewards those who receive 


His Spirit-inspired truth. “Keep all his 
statutes and his commandments that 
thy days may be prolonged that it may 


be well with thee.” Deuteronomy 6:2,3. 


The severest wrath falls upon men who han- 
dle God’s Word deceitfully. Some preach in 
order to gain fame but the true reason for 
carrying God’s holy Word to others is love. 
Missionaries need the Holy Spirit Who gives 
love, for without it we are false witnesses of 
Jesus Christ and liable to His condemnation. 
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Centering Your Interest in the Scriptures 


Jesus Christ commanded men to lose their 
lives for His sake and the gospel’s. He refused 
to turn stones into bread when He was hungry 
with the Scripture text that man shall not 
live by bread alone but by every word which 
proceeds from God’s mouth. He would not be 
made king by the multitude who cared little 
about food for their souls. 


You should trust the Lord Jesus Christ be- 
cause He is honest: in love He will give you 
what you should have rather than what you 
want. Best of all, He can convert our minds 
so that we want the truth of God. He can 
help you want what you ought to have! The 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation! 


The Bible For Maturing Minds 


Children need God’s Word. In the home and 
classes at church let them learn the Bible. In 
heathen lands, men are childish, being fascin- 
ated with beads, colorful dress; in civilized 
pagan nations, men are attracted to machines 
as children to toys. All these minds should be 
instructed in the Word of God. 


God’s Word causes men’s minds to mature, 
but most important it shows them the way to 
heaven. Fellowship with God now and etern- 
ally is promised in the gospel: Christ died to 
remove our guilt enabling God to accept us as 
His children when we believe on His Son. 


Build Your Life On Solid Rock! 


Bos joy awaits all who trust God’s Word! 

should be willing to go any place in order 
to put the gospel into the hearts of men. The 
apostle John “was in the isle that is called 
Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ.’ Revelation 1:9. Let 
your whole life be directed by God’s Word; let 
no power keep His truth from you or prevent 
you from putting it into the hands and hearts 
of others. 


Ve 


Since God loves His Word, He will help 
you be a missionary to all men, whom He also 
loves. He will open doors and ways wonder- 
ful to you that His message of salvation will 
reach many ears. Will you not begin today 
being a missionary for Jesus Christ? 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 25 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Prodigal Son 


Background Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 103:1-13 


To understand the three parables of Luke 15 we must read the first two verses of that chapter. 


Many publicans and sinners had drawn near to Jesus, 
murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them. 


to hear Him. The Pharisees and scribes 


He spoke the three parables 


which follow as an answer and rebuke to these critics, and to explain why he welcomed these out- 


casts of society. 
Lost. He relates the parable of the Lost Sheep, 
the Lost Coin, and the Lost Boy. The first 
two illustrate His “Seeking Love,” and the third, 
which is our lesson, His Welcoming, or For- 
giving Love. He compares His love for men 
with the love that a father has for a wayward 
and lost son. We usually take this last parable 
as a picture of our Heavenly Father’s love. We 
know that God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten son, etc., and the father 
in this story is like our Heavenly Father. Jesus, 
however, spoke this parable to illustrate His 
own love for the Lost. Since Jesus and the 
Father are one, the story fits them both, for 
the Son and the Father have the same love for 
lost sinners. 
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The point of the three parables is the same; the Love which He has for the 





In Psalm 103:1-13 we have a beautiful pic- 
ture of the God we worship. When you read 
these verses how can you imagine anyone say- 
ing that the God of the Old Testament is dif- 
ferent from the God of the New? There are 
those who try to picture the God of the Old 
Testament as harsh and cruel and unforgiving. 
Where even in the New Testament, can you 
find a description of a more Loving and For- 
giving God than we find in these verses? Just 
take a few: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
Who healeth all thy diseases; Who redeemeth 
thy life from destruction; Who crowneth thee 


with lovingkindness and tender mercies . . . 
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For as the heaven is high above the earth, so 
great is His mercy toward them that fear Him. 
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath 
}He removed our transgressions from us. Like 
Jas a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 

pitieth them that fear Him. In the parable 
J we are studying today we have such a father, 
Yand Jesus would have us know that His love 
Fis similar to the love of such a father. Since 
) Jesus came to reveal the Father — even His 

Heavenly Father — “Our Father Who art in 
heaven,” the father in this story is a faint pic- 
Sture of the Father in heaven. In fact there 
are three pictures in the parable: (1) The pic- 
ture of a lost boy, (2) the picture of a com- 
passionate father, and (3) the picture of an 
angry brother. 


11. The Younger Son; The Prodigal: 1-20. 


The sheep and the coin, and the boy, were 
all lost, but there are differences in their cases. 
The sheep and the coin were lost through no 
special fault of their own; they did not choose 
ito be lost. The boy exercised the freedom of 
will, or choice, which is a characteristic of 
mankind. He said to his father, Give me the 
portion of goods that falleth to me. Our first 
/ parents, being left to the freedom of their own 
wills, fell from the estate in which they were 
created. Then, another difference; when the 
coin and sheep were found they were carried 
back, while the son had to come himself and 
go to his father, again exercising his will. 


Not many days after he took his inheritance 
he went into a “far country” and wasted his 
substance in riotous living. In the 18th chapter 
of Revelation we have the portrait of a “Wicked 
Woman,” Babylon, in all her seductive power. 
The world, which is under the power of Satan, 
is full of pitfalls and snares. How many are 
being daily ensnared we can see in our news- 
}papers and hear about over the radio. There 
are many “prodigals,” both men and women, 
who never return to the father’s house! 


Sin robs us of all that is valuable. In the 
story the boy spent all and began to be in 
want. Sin makes paupers, if not in material 
things, always in moral and spiritual values. 
Not all sinners become poor in material pos- 
sessions; some wax richer and richer until they 
become millionaires, but their souls are robbed 
of all that is worthwhile. What is the thing 
of greatest price? The soul. The prodigal son 
jlost his money. That was bad. He was about 
‘to lose something far more valuable; his soul. 





Sin drags us down. See this boy as he stands 
by the hog pen. For a Jew that was degradation 
indeed. How many sad stories there are of 
talented men, prominent men, lawyers, doc- 
tors, rulers, writers, who have been brought 
low by strong drink, to mention only one of 
the many means by which men are destroyed! 
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“And when he came to himself.” David came 
to himself when Nathan told him a simple 
story, and then said, Thou art the man. No 
prophet or preacher is mentioned as speaking 
to the prodigal. The Spirit of God was work- 
ing with him. He works when and where He 
will. The boy remembered his home and his 
father. Memory is often used by the Spirit in 
calling sinners home. The prodigal saw clearly 
and vividly the contrast between his position 
in his father’s house and his present plight. 


He did not stop with these memories. He 
said, I will arise and go. Here is genuine re- 
pentance. He could have easily died in the 
hog pen if he had not made this resolve, and 
then acted upon it. Judas went out and hanged 
himself; Simon Peter went out and wept bit- 
terly. The prodigal went back home with grief 
and hatred for his sins; And he arose and came 
to his father. 


Il. The Father: 20 - 24. 


We find here a beautiful portrait of Jesus 
and of God the Father. 


“When he was yet a great way off his father 
saw him.’” Someone has said that the father’s 
heart followed his boy all the way to the hog 
pen. “Like as a father pitieth his children.” 
How his father must have pitied him as he 
saw him go further and further away and deeper 
and deeper into sin and misery! How the loving 
heart of Jesus went out to publicans and sin- 
ners! How the heart of God yearns over a wicked 
world! “It grieved Him at His heart,” is the 
expression used about God just before the 
Flood, and when He was dealing with Israel 
in the wilderness. 


In the following verses we have a beautiful 
picture of “Welcoming Love.” The father had 
compassion and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him. He did not wait until he had taken 
a bath and put on clean clothes. “Just as I 
am, poor, wretched, blind, O Lamb of God, I 
come”! The boy began his confession but was 
interrupted before he finished. The best robe, 
the ring, the shoes, are brought, for he is again 
a member of the family. He was not to be a 
servant, but a son. 


This is not all, however, for a feast is to 
follow. It is a time of joy. Go back and read 
all these parables, and note how they end. Re- 
joice with me, said the shepherd; Rejoice with 
me, said the woman; Let us eat and be merry, 
said the father. It is indeed a time of rejoicing 
when a sinner is saved. 


This has been called “The most beautiful 
story ever spoken or written,” and it well de- 
serves this high praise. Nowhere do we find 
the Redeeming and Forgiving Grace of God 
more beautifully described. 
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III. The Elder Son (and Brother): 25-32. 


We hate to bring him in; he is like the fly 
in the ointment. He, however, illustrates the 
point of all three parables. The chapter be- 
gins and ends with “the elder son,” for the elder 
son represents the scribes and Pharisees. They 
were the ones who “murmured” in the second 
verse of the chapter. He is the one person who 
is angry and will not go in and take a part 
in the festivities of the occasion. 


The Pharisees and scribes despised the pub- 
licans and sinners even as the elder son despised 
his brother. Instead of rejoicing when they saw 
these classes being saved, they were jealous and 
angry and called Jesus all sorts of names be- 
cause He associated with them. Now there 
is no doubt that these scribes and Pharisees 
were better men in many respects than these 
outcasts. They were respectable, and honest, 
and moral, as far as outward observances of 
the Law was concerned. They kept themselves 
aloof from all low and evil associates, and would 
never be caught eating with them. 


They forgot that these publicans and sinners 
were their “brothers.” They would have been 
insulted if you even suggested such a relation- 


ship. The elder son called the prodigal, “thy 
son,” not “my brother,” you will notice, and 
no doubt you could have felt the “scorn” in 


the tone of his voice. 


Is this “elder brother attitude” still seen? 
Do we look with a bit of contempt upon those 
who live on the wrong side of the railroad 
track? or in the slums, or in cabins in the 
mountains? Do we despise the foreigner and 
call him by names he hates? Do we neglect 
and look down upon those of another color 
or race? Especially do we scorn those who have 
sunk very deeply into sin; the drunkards, the 
alcoholics, the criminals, the outcasts of 
society? 


It is good to be an elder son, and an elder 
brother, if we keep our hearts warm and tender, 
and are ready to welcome a lost brother home. 
What a help he could have been if his heart 
had been like his father’s heart; To stay at 
home, to obey our father and keep ourselves 
strong and clean, are all commendable, but 
we need to watch our hearts. 


I want to suggest that you read Dr. Boreham’s 
book on The Prodigal Son. He indeed has a 
“sanctified imagination” when writing. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 25 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





“What The Bible Says About Prayer” 


Scripture: Matthew 6:5-15 

Suggested Hymns: ““Take Time To Be Holy” 
“Sweet Hour Of Prayer” 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 


Note to Program Leader: 


(We are beginning a unit of three programs 
on prayer. The purpose of the programs is to 
deepen and enrich the devotional life of your 
young people. If these services are to be most 
effective, those of you who plan the programs 
and present them will need to be especially 
faithful in prayer and diligent in your prepara- 
tion.) 


Leader’s Introduction: 


The Bible instructs us in all matters which 
pertain to our spiritual growth and develop- 
ment, and prayer is no exception. The Bible 
has a very high view of prayer and of its im- 
portance to the child of God. For this reason 
we may expect to find in Scripture a full ex- 
planation of what prayer is, what it accom- 
plishes, and how it should be done. Some of 
the very richest teaching of the Bible concern- 
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ing prayer is found in the words of Christ Him- 
self which have been read to us as our Scripture 
for this program. 


First Speaker: 


First of all, the Bible tells us that prayer 
should be made to God our Father. Jesus said, 
¥ pray to thy Father . . .” and in the 
prayer of instruction, called the Lord’s Prayer, 
He tells us to say, “Our Father, which art in 
heaven.” The Bible also tells us that we are 
to make our prayers in the name of Christ. 
(Read John 14:13,14;16:23; and Col 3:17.) We 
make our prayers in the name of Christ because 
He is the only one who can mediate between 
us and God. Christ is our high priest. (Read 
Hebrews 7:25-27.) Scripture also teaches that 
in our praying the Holy Spirit helps us to pray 
acceptably. (Read Romans 8: 26.) 


Second Speaker: 


The Bible gives us instruction as to the con- 
tent of prayer. Almost the entire Book of 


Psalms is an admonition to praise God. One 
of the great themes of the Bible is “Hallelujah” 
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which means “Praise ye the Lord.” We are 
to come before God confessing our sins. (Read 
Psalm 32:5,6.) According to Scripture prayer 
should also include thanksgiving and interces- 
sion as well as petitions for our own needs. 
(Read I Timothy 2:1 and Philippians 4:6.) 
Intercession is especially enjoined in James 
5:16, “ and pray one for another, that 
ye may be healed.” The promise of Christ gives 
us strong encouragement to ask of God those 
things which we desire. (Read Matthew 7:7.) 


Third Speaker: 

The Bible also gives us instruction concern- 
ing the form and manner of prayer. It is never 
to be pretentious. (Read Matthew 6:5,6.) 
Prayer should be brief and thoughtful. (Read 
Matthew 6:7,8 and I Corinthians 14:15.) While 
our prayers are not to be lengthy and meaning- 
less, the Scriptures indicate that we should pray 
with great frequency and faithfulness. (Read 
Ephesians 6:18.) Paul spoke of the need of 
persisting in prayer when he admonished the 
Thessalonians to “pray without ceasing.” One 
of the most important requirements of accept- 
able prayer is that it be offered in faith. (Read 
James 1:5,6.) To pray without faith is to make 
a mockery of prayer itself, and it must surely 
be an affront to God. 


Fourth Speaker: 


Another very important teaching of the Bible 
with respect to prayer is that God hears and 
answers our prayers. (Read Psalm 65:2.) We 
find the same assurance in the New Testament. 
(Read I John 5:14.) Not only do we know that 
God hears our prayers, but the Bible also tells 
us that He honors and answers our requests. 
(Read John 14:14 and Matthew 7:7,8.) The 
Scripture contains still further evidence of the 
effective value of prayer where it is written, 
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.” James 5:16. 


Program Leader: 


Perhaps many of us have wondered why it 
is that more people do not receive these mar- 
velous blessings which the Bible promises to 
those who pray. These verses which we have 
considered together show that real prayer, ac- 
ceptable prayer, involves a great deal more than 
the meaningless muttering of a few words now 
and then. As we think about this rich instruc- 
tion and these glorious promises, let us join in 
the spirit of those early disciples who said to 
Christ, “Lord, teach us to pray.” Luke 11:1. 





“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 











for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Wom evi ‘s Work 


An Act of Thanskgiving for 
Our Unity in Christ 


We give thanks to Almighty God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, that we are one in our 
Lord Jesus Christ; not by the agreement of 
our minds or the consent of our wills, but by 
that which He, in His infinite Grace, has done 
for us in His incarnation, death and resurrec- 
tion, and by the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


We Thank Thee, O God. 


We give thanks for the knowledge that though 
we are divided in outward form we all are the 
objects of the love and grace of God. 


We Thank Thee. O God. 


We give thanks for the joy that we have 
found in sharing the treasures of worship and 
devotion that we even now hold in common. 


We Thank Thee. O God. 


We acknowledge that our understanding of 
the truth as it is in Jesus has been limited by 
our pride, wilfulness and narrowness of mind, 
and that our witness to the world is weakened 
by our divisions. 


Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us. 


We pray that all men everywhere, in a world 
distracted and divided, may turn to Christ, who 
makes us one in spite of our divisions; that He 
may bind in one those whom many worldly 
claims set at variance; and that the world may 
at last find peace and unity in Him; to Whom 
be glory for ever. 


Lord, Hear Our Prayer. 





Gifts of Mercy 


Have you seen the picture on the cover of 
the leaflet, “Gifts of Mercy,” published by the 
Board of World Missions to give information 
to the Church about the continuing need for 
overseas relief and inter-church aid? The pic- 
ture, “Kind” (Child in German) is one of 
fifteen art works given in 1955 to the Presby- 
terian Church U.S. in appreciation for food and 
clothing given through the Department of Over- 
seas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, as a “Thanks- 
gift of the German People.” One cannot look 
into the eyes of that child and fail to feel the 
tragedy of war, to have compassion for such 
little ones, and to give more generously to their 
relief. 
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“Thirty million refugees, homeless, hopeless, 
living in misery. Four out of five people in 
the world are hungry. In many countries of 
Europe Protestant churches have to struggle for 
existence. Victims of natural disasters need 
emergency help Privation knows no 
age . . . the child and the grandparent, 
the infant and the aged, as well as the youth 
and the adult—all kinds and conditions of 
PEOPLE are suffering.” They are cold, they are 
hungry, they are despairing, awaiting your 
GIFTS OF MERCY. 


Do you need to be reminded that $1.00 will 
distribute over 100 pounds of food worth ap- 
proximately $28.00 through Christian pastors 
and workers abroad? US government surplus 
is available free of charge in almost unlimited 
amounts: milk, cheese, butter, vegetable fats, 
wheat, rice, dried beans, corn Church 
World Service is sending millions of pounds an- 
nually to over thirty countries in Asia, Africa, 
Europe and the Near East. 


You can help this “Share Our Surplus” 
S.0.S. project by sending your “Gifts of Mercy” 
to the Department of Overseas Relief, Box 330, 
Nashville, Tennessee. CROP (Christian Rural 
Overseas Program) is also a fine way to help. 
Sponsored by Church World Service it is a part 
of our own relief efforts. Support such a pro- 
gram, if there is a CROP drive in your area. 


Keep clothing collections moving, at least 
twice a year, spring and fall, but send material 
relief goods at any time to Church World Serv- 
ice. Gifts made on November 2nd by United 
Church Women, will go through Church World 
Service for such needy people. 


“The importance of doing relief work through 
Church channels cannot be over-emphasized. 
Funds received by the official agency of our 
Church and handled by Church World Service 
are carefully accounted for, wisely administered 
and overhead expense is kept to a minimum.” 
Such gifts are a witness to the compassionate 
love of Christ flowing through Christians. Fur- 
ther information will be given by Rev. Paul B. 
Freeland, Secretary, Department of Overseas 
Relief, Board of World Missions, Box 330, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. 


To stimulate further interest and support of 
this relief program two films are recommended: 
“I Saw the Need”; how CROP distributes food 
gifts among hungry people in the world. Free 
to church, farm and youth groups. Address 
request to CROP Headquarters, Elkhart, Indi- 
ana. Include first and second choice of dates 
wanted, your name and address, name of your 
church or organization for which you plan to 
show the movie. “The Waiting Ones”: World 
Service, 215 Fourth Avenue, New York 3, New 
York. A story of refugees and how you can help. 
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These films will be a stimulus to the support 
of Relief Work. 1956 is the year when the des- 
tiny of thousands of refugees will be decided, 
for the present Refugee Relief Act closes the 
door of the USA at the end of this year, unless 
something radical is done quickly. 





Is Yours a House or a Home? 


The mother, father, and five children all 
under the age of 12 were riding toward the 
city when the third child said, “Daddy, what's 
the difference between a house and a home?” 
The father explained, “A house is just any house 
in which people may live, but a home is where 
there is love — where everybody loves every- 
body else and cares.” The definition satisfied, 
and no more questions were asked. 


That night the children all were asleep on 
the sleeping porch when an electrical storm 
came up. At 1:30 the mother and father were 
moving in their arms one by one the children 
to inside bedrooms. The little lad who had 
asked the question the day before opened his 
eyes enough to look into his mother’s face and 
say, “Mama, we live in a home, don’t we?” 

—From “Sterling as Silver” 





Miss Alice Laura Eastwood 


Miss Alice Laura Eastwood, daughter of 
Samuel and Alice Stone Eastwood, born Novem- 
ber 11, 1880, died October 20, 1956, after a 
protracted illness. She attended Smith College 
in Northampton, Mass., where she graduated 
in 1902. 


Immediately on her return to Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, where she lived throughout her entire 
life, she became active in Presbyterian Youth 
work, and was instrumental in the very begin- 
ning of Young People’s work in the Synod of 
Kentucky. 


She was one of the first twelve women elected 
by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., to membership on its Executive 
Committees. She was one of the three women 
of our Church who served from the very first on 
the Committee on Christian Higher Education, 
first when it was allied with the Committee on 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. 


She served in various capacities for a number 
of years on the Board of Women’s Work in the 
General Assembly, and has served in virtually 
every position in Presbyterial and Synodical 
Boards through the years. 


Miss Eastwood was the author of a number 
of articles and pamphlets, and co-author of 
several books concerning the Higher Educa- 
tional work of our Church. 
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In her own Church and Presbytery Miss East- 
wood was recognized as a Bible scholar and 
teacher of note. At the Crescent Hill Presby- 
terian Church where she held membership for 
47 years, she has served as a Sunday School 
teacher in almost every department of the 
Church School. In the Presbytery, she was in- 
strumental in the organization of more than 
one outpost Sunday School or Chapel. She 
helped in the organization of the James Lees 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Louisville. 


She was actively engaged in Y.W.C.A. work 
in Louisville, particularly as it related to work 
among the foreign students confing to the city. 


A person of keen perception and fine judg- 
ment, Miss Eastwood was held in high regard 
in the councils of the Church, and will be 
missed in those councils. She proved again the 
high value of “the priesthood of the laity” in 
the work of God’s Church. 





A Note of Love and Appreciation 


When Mrs. W. E. Wilson went to her 
Heavenly Home we lost one of our greatest 
friends. It is impossible for us to express in 
words just how we feel; our love for her and 
the place she has in our hearts. She was a 
tower of strength to her pastor and to the Sher- 
rill’s Ford Presbyterian Church. During her 
long life of service, her loyalty to her church 
and devotion to the Kingdom of God, and her 
faithful attendance, were a source of continual 
encouragement and inspiration. Her influence 
was felt, not only in our church, but in all this 
community. As she begins her new and happy 
life in the Home above and receives her rich 
reward at the hands of her Saviour, the memory 
of her wonderful life will linger as a sweet and 
blessed benediction in the minds and hearts of 
all of us. 


We, as a congregation, are asking that our 
pastor and the clerk of our Session sign this 
in behalf of each and every member of our 
church. 


J. Kenton Parker, Pastor 
J. Clarence White, Clerk of Session 





STARTLING FACTS ON CRIME 
The United States is in the midst of one of 
the worst crime waves in its history. According 
to the FBI Director, J. Edgar Hoover, the num- 
ber of crimes recorded in the first half of this 
year was up 14.4 per cent as compared with the 
same period of 1955. 


Every day, an average of 37 people are slain, 
260 are assaulted, and 55 women are raped. 
Every twenty-four hours there are 164 armed 
robberies, 1463 burglaries, 4377 larcenies—and 
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738 automobiles are stolen, somewhere in 
America. 


Commenting on the abrupt rise in crime this 
year, Mr. Hoover said that unless the present 
trend is reversed, 1956 will set a new record for 
lawlessness. It will be the first year in which 
the total crimes have reached the 2,500,000 mark. 
There were 1,291,120 crimes in the first six 
months of this year, as compared with 1,128,350 
in the same period of 1955. Every 12.2 seconds 
a major crime was committed. Every 4.1 min- 
utes there was a murder, manslaughter, rape, 
or assault with intent to kill. 


It is a sordid situation. Well might our souls 
be shocked and our hearts tremble within us as 
we think what these statistics mean. Think of 
the lives that are snuffed out, the hearts that 
are broken, the homes that are shattered by 
these awful deeds. Worst of all, think of the 
many never-dying souls that are at stake. Hell 
must enlarge itself to receive all who are re- 
sponsible for these sins against God and man. 
—Evangel. 





Barber Shop Provides Organ 


Music for Customers 
A haircut while joining in an impromptu 
hymn recital? A shave while listening to “Rock 
of Ages’ played on an organ? Either or both 
of these can happen when you visit Ken’s bar- 
ber shop in Wilkinsburg, a Pittsburgh suburb. 


Kenneth Mack, a Korean War veteran who 
took to barbering, is ready to provide his cus- 
tomers with almost any service. He keeps a 
supply of umbrellas for folks caught in rain- 
storms. On hand, too, is a typewriter and a 
ham radio set for anyone desiring to use them. 
In a corner Ken keeps a compact, Army-surplus 
organ he bought for the hymn recitals. Al- 
though he doesn’t play himself, Ken is willing 
to let anyone with the ability to sit down and 
give it a try. 


Even strangers waiting for streetcars on a 
nearby corner are invited to play. With so 
many players coming in and out of the shop, 
one is likely to hear a hymn recital at any 
time of the day. 


Ken, a friendly, deeply religious man, is al- 
ways ready to help the church or anyone in 
need. He is a member of the local Youth for 
Christ. While in Korea, he drove a jeep for 
evangelist Billy Graham when he toured the 
battlefields. 


Wilkinsburg is known as the “town of 
churches” and most of the district’s ministers 
come to Ken’s shop. Ken is flattered but he 
says he’s not sure whether it’s because of the 
music; because no swearing is allowed, or be- 
cause they like the original oil paintings by 
his father-in-law which decorate the walls. 
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Worldwide Bible Reading 
Thanksgiving to Christmas, 1956 


Theme: THE Breve SPEAKS TODAY 


November 
22 Thanksgiving............... Deuteronomy ...... 5:1-21 
ENE ED SE eae en: 19:1-14 
(ae iri gate ae peli tc 27:1-14 
~ ite 4 Eater a, Re 46:1-11 
EER 2 TIEN on owe Psalms ............ 103:1-22 
7 Ce he ey Ts Fe ree Psalms 121:1-8; 1380:1-8 
ETERS TSR REE eae WP OS eee 145:1-21 
RO ae Proverbs .............- 3:1-20 
RSS Le Isaiah .... 40:1-11, 28-31 
December 
Hh dF IES LE ES SER 55:1-13 
aah E EE BED isos Socceadaneate 6 :20-49 
WES) Sher See Rae ee we Peet wn. Bee 
ee ee eee ee ee “pee eee 1:29-51 
NES SA re ee GREE Se a. 3:1-36 
re eee en Gg REBAREALWaRn 4:1-38 
eS EERE ET i OR OES 15 :1-27 
EE ee ny eee dS ee Epa PA 17:1-26 
9 Universal Bible Sunday. | ar eae 8:1-21 
a ee ee See 17:16-34 
RN ee ee aE 8 :1-39 
EES Se Creare Br: I sce. siacidiicaplos 12:1-21 
ROS ne = I Corinthians .... 13:1-13 
SER atts + CEES ES Philippians .......... 4:1-23 
eee, eee bitkt dull Hebrews ............ 11:1-40 
EES ee 10 :23-42 
tae: eB ell Rate. hase adres baci! 11:1-17 
RST To a Aes 12 :22-34 
OT Cee. Sierras a ee 15:1-10 
A RE SR a. ©. 15:11-32 
es eee SSeS 1:1-23 
gp ka TS Ue A gE GES 1:24-38 
ae ae EE Se 1:39-56 
| At, ee ai eee 1:57-80 
25 Christmas... _ Be Re 2:1-20 


Christians around the world will be reading the 
above passages on the days between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. The women of our Church are in- 
vited to join in this reading, and to enlist their 
families in this worship experience with the Chris- 
tians of many lands. Bookmarks listing these are 
available from the American Bible Society, 450 
Park Avenue, New York City. 





THE INSPIRATION OF 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 


By L. Gaussen — $3.00 


This book (also known as Theopneustia) has 
long been considered one of the best on verbal 


inspiration of the Scriptures. 381 pages, 
cloth. 
Order from 
THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 














BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 


Book Department 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carelina 
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Ohnwrch News 


ALABAMA 


Phenix City — The Rev. J. M. McKnight, for- 
merly of Crestview, Florida, began work in Phenix 
City, Alabama, on October the first. The Pres- 
bytery of East Alabama is sponsoring a church in 
this industrial city, across the Chattahoochee River 
from Columbus, Georgia. There was once a small 
Presbyterian Church in Phenix City but it was dis- 
solved about twenty-five years ago. Plans are be- 
ing made to erect a suitable building and put on a 
full time program. 





Missionary News 


Nashville — Miss Katherine Gray of our Mexico 
Mission arrived in the United States about October 
9 for her regular furlough. 


Miss Gray first went to Mexico in 1923 and 
has served there since that time in the educational 
work of the Mission. She has been connected with 
the Central Bible School in San Luis Potosi. 


Mr. and Mrs. L. DeLand of our Congo Mis- 
sion are arriving in “~ United States about Oc- 
tober 26 to begin their furlough. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eric S. Bolton of our Congo Mis- 
sion, now on furlough in the U.S.A., announce the 
arrival of a son, William Theodore, born Septem- 
ber 15, in Wooster, Ohio. 


Bluford B. Hestir of Atlanta, Director of Pub- 
licity for the General Council, and the Rev. Eu- 
gene Daniel, Nashville, Candidate Secretary for 
the Board of World Missions, returned October 
29 after a seven-weeks trip to the Orient. 


The men made their trip by plane, via San 
Francisco and Honolulu, and visted Korea, Japan, 
and Taiwan, to witness “on the spot” work of 
Presbyterian missions in those areas. They talked 
with numerous American missionaries and natives, 
observed the work of the churches in the Orient, 
and visited church-related schools and hospitals. 





GEORGIA 


The annual Home-coming of the Summerville 
Presbyterian Church was held on October the 14th. 


It was the same sweet occasion with old mem- 
bers coming back and home folks bringing won- 
derful food; the singing of merry old hymns and 
reminiscing of the long ago days. 


We had one disappointment, Dr. William Glass 
was unable to come on account of two deaths in 
his congregation. 


Mr. Pooley preached in Dr. Glass’ place a won- 
derful sermon on Stewardship. Will Joe Abbott 
from Acworth gave a message in the afternoon. 


The visitors and old members present felt as 
if it was a very happy day with the Spirit of 
Christian Fellowship prevailing. 


LEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE Et 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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GEORGIA 


The Presbytery of Southwest Georgia held its 
regular fall meeting in the newly renovated Pres- 
byterian Church at Elmodel, Ga., on October the 
9th. With the help of the Presbytery’s Church 
Extension Committee the whole building has been 
recently done over, new pews installed and a fel- 
lowship hall built in connection with the building. 
The Presbytery was opened with a sermon by the 
Rev. A. A. Gardner of Thomasville. 


An outstanding feature of the meeting was the 
address on “Stewardship” delivered by Dr. Charles 
McKirachan, pastor of the Pine Street Presbyterian 
Church, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Dr. McKira- 
chan was making a tour of the Synod of Georgia 
to speak before the Presbyteries. 


The Commission of the Minister and His Work 
announced the transfer of the Rev. John Howard, 
formerly of Tifton, to Guerrant Presbytery where 
he will be pastor of the Church at Whitesburg, 
Kentucky. They also announced the installation 
of pastors since the last meeting of the Presbytery 
as follows: The Rev. J. W. McQueen, First Church, 
Albany; the Rev. Saunders Garwood at Pelham 
and Elmodel Churches; the Rev. Kenneth Boyer 
at Fort Gaines and Cuba Churches; the Rev. W. 
A. Jordan at Cuthbert; the Rev. Robert James at 
Cordele, and the Rev. H. L. Smith as assistant 
pastor of Moultrie First. The Rev. John R. Smith 
of Adel was elected as Moderator. 


The Lester Church was dissolved and its mem- 
bership placed in the Camilla Church. The Rev. 
Kenneth Boyer was approved for foreign mission 
service. The First Church of Moultrie gave the 
Rev. H. L. Smith leave of absence for study in 
Scotland for one year. 


The amendments proposed to the Book of 
Church Order were referred to a special commit- 
tee for study and report at the winter meeting. 


The next meeting will be held in Westminster 
Church, Albany, on January 15th, 1957. The Rev. 
N. G. Barron of Americus was placed in nomina- 
tion as Moderator of the Spring meeting. 


The ladies of the congregation served an excel- 
lent meal to the members of the Presbytery in 
the new fellowship hall of the Church. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — The Young People of the New 
Orleans Presbytery met for a two-day fall youth 
rally at the Port Sulphur Presbyterian Church, 
Port Sulphur, La. 


On October 20, young people from 34 churches 
over the Presbytery formed motorcades, and char- 
tered busses to attend the meeting. Part of the 
price of admission for each young person was for 
each to bring at least one article of clothing to 
be sent to Seoul Seminary in Korea. This project 


4 is one of the group’s main projects this year. 


The program opened with a banquet at which 


| the Rev. William A. Crosland, minister of the 


Oak Park Presbvterian Church, New Orleans, spoke 
on the theme “Three Keys.” Living accommoda- 
tions for the young people were arranged by the 
Women of the Church at Port Sulphur. 


Sundav morning worship service was conducted 
bv the Rev. James N. Lapsley, minister of the 
Gentilly Presbvterian Church. A “lawn lunch” 
was served, followed by a business meeting and 
workshop groups. The rally closed with a worship 
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service presenting the themes for the year. Theme 
will be “Who is my brother?”; theme hymn will 
be “God of Grace and God of Glory”; theme pic- 
ture will be “The Church’s One Foundation. 


The first workshop was a skit, “Unto Us Much 
Is Given,” led by Miss Emmah Leah Young, of 
Synod’s Youth Council, who gave her explanation 
of how God has seen fit to place the splitting 
of the atom in the United States. Miss Young 
based her skit on her talk presented in the national 
science contest at the recent Louisiana division 
of the National Chemical Society in New Orleans. 

A second workshop consisted of panel discus- 
sions on “Youth Wants to Know,” presented by 
Bill Burge, of the Gentilly Church, president of 
the Presbytery Fellowship. This panel dealt with 
problems confronting adult advisors in the various 
— and answered from the youth’s point 
of view. 





New Orleans — The Presbytery of New Orleans 
voted at a recent meeting to merge four congre- 
gations into two churches. Napoleon Avenue and 
Prytania Street churches will merge to form the 
Church of the Covenant. The consolidated con- 
gregation will occupy the present site of the Na- 
poleon Avenue Church. A commission of the pres- 
bytery will meet November 18 to merge the 
churches officially. 


Bethel Presbyterian Church USA will be dis- 
solved and will merge with Claiborne Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church US. 


Also at the meeting of the presbytery, the group 
voted for the honorable retirement of the Rev. 
A. L. Ash, minister of Kenner Presbyterian Church, 
from the active ministry, on December 31. 





New Orleans — Miss Alice Lewis, the new di- 
rector of Christian education at Canal Street Pres- 
byterian Church, will remain in this position until 
the beginning of school next year when she will 
join her future husband at Austin Seminary. She 
will be married in late November. 


He will finish his term in the United States Navy 
next summer, and after completing his seminary 
study plans to go to the Belgian Congo as a mis- 
sionary. 


Miss Lewis was educated at Columbia, Miss., 
High School, Belhaven College, and Louisiana 
State University. She had previously served as 
D.C.E. at First Presbyterian Church, Natchez, 
or and First Presbyterian Church, Savannah, 

a. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — Sharon Presbyterian Church ob- 
served the 125th anniversary of its organization 
on October 7 with many former members and 
visitors present. After morning service dinner was 
served on the grounds (picnic style) and at 2:15 
P. M. the anniversary service was held with the 
principal address given by Dr. William Childs Rob- 
inson of Columbia Theological Seminary on the 
subject “Our Presbyterian Heritage.” 


Sharon Presbyterian Church held its Second Mis- 
sionary Conference October 10-14. Speakers at 
the Conference were the Rev. Donald E. Williams 
who is supported by the church and is missionary 
in North Brazil; the Rev. Alex McCutchan, of Bel- 
gian Congo; the Rev. John G. Viser, of West 
Brazil, and the Rev. and Mrs. Frank Lemmon, 
missionary-appointees to Mexico. The conference 
came to a conclusion Sunday with two fine ser- 
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mons by Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary 
of our Board. 


The first step in an expansion program is fast 
drawing to completion, as the new $60,000 Edu- 
cational Building now under construction will soon 
be finished. This building will house the Children’s 
and Young People’s Departments of the Sunday 
School. It should be ready for occupancy in De- 
cember. Other steps include renovation of the 
present Educational Building, and the erection of 
a Fellowship Building. 





Dunn — Members of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Dunn, N. C., have dedicated 4.1 acres of land 
as the site of the erection of a new church plant 
to cost approximately $350,000 in a long range 
building program. 


The Rev. Leslie C. Tucker, Jr., pastor of the 
church, presided over the dedication service which 
was held in October. 


Plans now call for an educational building to 
be the first erected on the site. It will be used 
for worship services until the sanctuary is com- 
pleted. 





Mount Mourne — Meeting here Tuesday, Con- 
cord Presbytery voted disapproval of the proposed 
amendment to the Book of Church Order of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., admitting women to 
the eldership and diaconate. It approved sending 
a youth caravan to Mexico next summer. 


The meeting was held in the historic Centre 
Church of which Rev. J. K. Parker is the pastor. 
The church has just completed its beautiful new 
fellowship hall in which the Presbytery was en- 
tertained at luncheon. 


Dr. Frank McCutchan, a ruling elder of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Salisbury, presided as the 
moderator. Rev. L. T. Edgerton, minister of the 
Poplar Tent Church, Concord, was chosen as mod- 
erator-nominee for the next meeting of Presbytery. 


Rev. Alan B. Wells was received from the Pres- 
bytery of South Carolina in order that he may 
become the pastor of the Back Creek Church, Mt. 
Ulla. His installation by a commission of Presby- 
tery took place November 4, 7:30 p. m. 


Rev. Robert J. Blumer was received from the 
Presbytery of Potomac in order that he may be- 
come the minister of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Newton, where a commission of Presbytery in- 
stalled him as pastor, November 4, 7:30 p. m. 


Mr. Woodrow McKay will be ordained by a com- 
mission of Presbytery in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Salisbury, November 11, 11:00 a. m. He 
will serve as assistant pastor in this church. 


It was announced that the pastoral relations 
had been dissolved between Rev. James E. Por- 
ter and the New Salem and Shiloh Churches. Mr. 
Porter is no longer serving as a Presbyterian min- 
ister since he has recently become a member of 
the Stony Point Baptist Church. At his own re- 
quest to the church and Presbytery, the pastoral 
relations were dissolved between Rev. Lewis B. 
Metts and the Franklin Presbyterian Church, Sal- 
isbury, on account of his ill health. Rev. Ralph 
S. Carson, minister of the Second Presbyterian 
Church, Mooresville, having reached the age of 
retirement, announced that he would leave the 
service of this church December 31. 


Rev. John W. Foster, minister of the Calvary 
Presbyterian Church, Davidson, having reached the 
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age of retirement, announced that he would leave 
the service of this church December 31 of this year, 


Presbytery paid tribute to the splendid work 






VOLUME TIGH 


of these pastors throughout their ministry anf 


assured them of its affectionate regard and sup. 
port in the years ahead. The Presbytery expressed 
thankfulness to God for the great service and fruit- 
ful lives of Dr. Walter L. Lingle, Davidson; Rey, 
E. V. Wiley, Statesville; Rev. W. E. Furr, Moores. 
ville; and Rev. Walter H. Goodman, Montreat, who 
have died during the year. Memorials will be pre. 
pared and read to the Presbytery at a later meet. 
ing. 


The Presbytery voted its disapproval of a pro. 
posed amendment to the Book of Church Order 
which would permit a particular church, by ma. 
jority vote of the congregation, to elect women 
to the office of ruling elder or deacon. The 
amendment was approved by the General Assen. 
bly of 1956 and sent to the presbyteries for their 
advice and consent. 


Dr. J. M. Murchison, 


Concord, Chairman o!f 


ee 


ne Nt 


the Committee on Christian Education, reporteify 


that some 350 persons attended three leadershiy 
training schools in the Presbytery this fall. Some 
700 persons attended the various conferences o/ 
the Presbytery conducted at Camp Grier for youth 


and for women of the church. The chairman ref 
ported that some 500 men participated in the An-f 


nual Fall Rally, Barium Springs. The men ar 
looking forward to attending the Presbyterian 
Men’s Convention, Miami, Florida, October 10-13, 
1957. The Presbytery approved a committee rec. 
ommendation that a committee of laymen study 
the salaries of ministers with reference to their 
actual living and working expenses and a com 
parison with those existing in other profession: 
Vacation Church Schools were held in 56 churche 
with an enrollment of 735 workers and 468 
pupils. 


Rev. H. Reid Newland, Salisbury, reporting fo 
the Committee on Homes, said that there wer 
some 225 children now living in the home 2 
Barium Springs and some 60 elderly persons living 
in the Presbyterian Home, High Point. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—A Diamond Jubilee Dinner, launchin 
Bethel Presbytery’s campaign to raise $92,000 fo 
Presbyterian College’s 75th anniversary, was heli 
Oct. 18. 


Several hundred Presbyterian friends and alumn 
of the college attended the dinner held in the Higi 
School at Rock Hill, S. C. Dr. John McSween, 
former president of the College, delivered the mai! 
address. Others included in the program wet 
regional co-chairmen for the drive, Mr. Georg? 
Dunlap, and the Rev. Henry Mobley, both 
Columbia. The Presbyterian College double quar 
tet presented several musical selections, and : 
motion picture entitled “It’s Your Presbyteria 
College’”’ was shown to the assemblage. 





Columbia — Congaree Presbytery has authorize 
the establishment of a new church in Columbis 
It is expected to cost in excess of $100,000, wit! 
most of the money coming from funds of th 
Church Extension Committee which is promoting 
the new church. Earlier, 64 petitioners had re 
quested the presbytery to establish the churci 
Plans for the building have already been drav 
up. Henry S. Johnson is chairman of the Churc 
Extension Committee of Congaree Presbytery. 
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Date for the formal organization of the church 
will be decided upon later by a commission, ap- 
pointed by the presbytery and consisting of the 
Rev. Harry F. Petersen, executive secretary of the 
presbytery; the Rev. Arthur M. Martin and Mr. 
Johnson, pastors of the Columbia area and one 
elder from each Presbyterian church in that area. 





Clinton — Presbyterian College has launched 
its 76th session with its largest enrollment in his- 
tory, despite increasingly stringent academic re- 
quirements for entrance. 


A total of 541 students registered for the start 
of the 1956-57 school year after admittance had 
been refused almost one out of every two new 
students who applied. 


Among the new faculty additions at Presby- 
terian College this year are a former Davis-Elkins 
president, a past dean of Clemson and an outstand- 
ing religious writer. 


These three men are: Dr. Raymond B. Purdom, 
who served as president of Davis-Elkins College 
for ten years after heading its chemistry depart- 
ment for 18 years—professor of chemistry; Col. 
Albert J. Thackston, Jr., recently retired Army of- 
ficer who was dean of men at Clemson College for 
three years—dean of students; and Dr. Joseph M. 
Gettys, author of numerous religious books and 
pamphlets—professor of Bible. 


Other appointments to the 40-member faculty 
include: Dr. Karl A. Scheele, assistant professor 
of economics; George W. Clark, assistant professor 
of history; and William H. Jones, instructor in 
mathematics. 


Of the 541 total who enrolled at Presbyterian 
College, approximately 200 are listed as new stu- 
dents. The number of women students also runs 
higher this session, with 39 co-eds registered. 





TENNESSEE 


Memphis — The First Presbyterian and First 
Methodist Churches, neighbors in downtown Mem- 
phis, Tenn., have combined their efforts to produce 
a bi-annual “Saturday Round-up” for the benefit 
of neighborhood children who are extremely under- 
privileged. 


Every fall, and again in the spring, the two 
churches have the “Round-up” each Saturday for 
a period of six weeks. The program is similar to 
that of a vacation Bible school. First the children 
are met at the local playground for an hour of 
supervised recreation. Following this period, the 
children and their leaders return to the two 
churches where they divide into groups for Bible 
lessons, song sessions, and lessons in handcrafts. 
The children, ages 5-11, are given a free lunch 
at noon, and in the afternoon a movie is shown, 
usually a cowboy show. Attendance is usually 
over 100 each Saturday. 





Memphis — Presbyterian Churches of the Mem- 
phis area are sponsoring a leadership school, to be 
held at Idlewild Presbyterian Church in Memphis 
October 29, through November 2. 


The 1956 session is the 33rd in the history of 
the annual Memphis area school. Five courses will 
be offered to teachers, workers, and members of 
Presbyterian churches in the greater Memphis area. 
Dean of the school this year is the Rev. William 
David Brown, associate minister of Evergreen 
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Presbyterian Church. Faculty Chairman is 
Paul Tudor Jones, minister of Idlewild Church. 
Faculty Committee, the Rev. Paul Corbett, of 
Frayser Presbyterian Church, and Miss Tempe 
Claxton, of Whitehaven Presbyterian Church. 





Memphis — Southwestern College in Memphis 
has begun a new program of teaching “Christian 
Service Projects” to students interested in becom- 
ing better workers in their own churches. 


Class and discussion groups meet one night each 
week over a two-month period, in the Adult Edu- 
cation Center of the College library. The first 
three sessions are general lectures given by mem- 
bers of Southwestern’s Bible faculty. These con- 
cern aims of Christian Education, understanding 
people, interesting children in the Church, and 
similar subjects. The other sessions are special- 
ized classes so that each student may choose the 
field of most interest to him. At the end of the 
training sessions the students will go to many of 
the bigger churches, and to Wesley house, where 
they will ebserve work done, and work under su- 
pervision and guidance. Mrs. W. M. Cone of Mem- 
phis is in charge of this new project. 





TEXAS 


Commerce—Interdenominational Laymen’s Sun- 
day was observed in the First Church with laymen 
of the congregation having complete leadership of 
morning worship. Paul F. Street, associate profes- 
sor of biology in the local East Texas State Teach- 
ers College and deacon in the church, gave the 
laymen’s message on the subject “The Scientist 
Knows God.” Sgt. Malcolm D. Calhoun, member of 
the teaching force of the Sunday School and of 
the ROTC staff at the local college, led the worship 
service. 


Others participating in the leadership of the 
worship were Grover Sims, local area Boy Scout 
executive, one of the most recent additions to 
the membership of the church, and George W. 
Bartlett, Elder emeritus, a member of the local 
session for thirty-four years. Leading Sunday eve- 
ning worship on the Sunday evening before Lay- 
men’s Sunday was Joe Fred Cox, diaconate chair- 
man and product of the student work and Sunday 
School of the local congregation. Earlier in the 
fall, at a morning worship, charter presentation 
ceremonies were held for the church’s Boy Scout 
Troop 26. Participating were Grover Sims, execu- 
tive, Kenneth Michels, troop committee chairman, 
and scout leaders Sgt. Murray D. Parham and Tom- 
mie Morris. 





VIRGINIA 


The Presbytery of West Hanover met in its last 
session as at present constituted, October 23, 1956, 
in the Charlottesville Church, its first and last 
meeting in this beautiful new building. Effective 
January 1, 1957, most of the territory of West 
Hanover north of the James River, including Char- 
lottesville and Orange, will be in Lexington Pres- 
bytery, while the City of Lynchburg and all of 
Roanoke Presbytery except Henry County (which 
will go to Montgomery Presbytery) will be in- 
cluded in West Hanover, the number of churches 
in which will thus be increased from 37 to 80. A 
good deal of the business at this fall meeting had 
to do with this change. 


Rev. C. Lloyd Arehart was received from Win- 
chester Presbytery, and arrangements made for 
his installation as pastor of the Farmville Church 
on November 4. 
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From a Hebrew Christian widow in Berlin comes this 
pitiful appeal for help. She says: “My son and I are in 
great need. During the Hitler regime I fled with my boy 
to Russia where we stayed six years behind barbed wire 
fences. Since our return to Germany we have been in 
desperate condition. I pray every night that our Lord will 
help us. I have heard that you do so much for Hebrew 
Christians, so I turn to you for help.” 


Please pray for us as our workers seek to minister to the 
bodies and souls of refugees in Berlin and other needy 
centers in Europe; to the aged and little children in our 
Homes in Germany. Pray especially for our work and workers in Israel where 
Hebrew Christians bear the reproach of Christ. 


Your gift will help us care for Jewish converts, provide food and shelter 
for those living in poverty and near starvation. Please send your gift at this 
time of urgency and great need. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE | 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


5630-N North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. 


CANADA 
91-N Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Can. 








Presbytery voted 22 to 12 against the proposed 
amendment authorizing ordination of women as 
elders and deacons, and 19 to 13 against the 
proposed amendment concerning marriage and 
divorce. 

W. Twyman Williams, Stated Clerk 





Change of Address — Rev. Fernando Gutierrez, 
from Palacios, Texas, to 607 South Guadalupe 
Street, San Marcos, Texas, as pastor of the Mexican 
Presbyterian Church. 





Change of Address: Rev. Plumer Smith, from 
Mutoto, Luluaburg, Congo Belge, to 1206 Rennie 
Avenue, Richmond, Va. 














EARLY WILL I SEEK THEE. Eugenia Price. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. $2.50. 


Many of our readers have benefited by the 
former writings of Miss Price. This last volume 
maintains the high quality set in her former works. 
The aim of the author in this new book is to 
stand aside and let Christ speak through her to 
those whose hearts long to follow Christ as the 
Lord of their lives. This work is largely autobio- 
graphical. It is a record of a heart that longed 
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and found Christ who is more than life itself. She 
insists that Christ is the end of every man’s 
search. She emphasizes the inexhaustibility of 
Christ. She writes, “Even if you are already one 
with Him there is more for you. There is more 
for me. This is a book for all longing hearts 
everywhere.” 


Mrs. Ruth Bell Graham has written the intro- 
duction. In it she says, “This book is primarily 
for the wistful, eager heart—weary, as it were, 
of the copies, longing for the Original. Once more 
Genie Price brings to us our Saviour, removing 
the confusion of thought that so often enshrouds 
Him, so that we see Him as He is—right beside 
us, invisible to our mortal eyes but infinitely more 
real than we are, the source of our longing and 
its satisfaction.” 


Miss Price makes an eloquent plea for objectiv- 
ity in our lives. She states that she longed for 
objectivity in her life before she met Christ. This 
objectivity she has now found in Christ. To 
put it in her own language, “Christ lives in me 
and I can be off my own hands and into His 
hands, looking and living and writing and ioving 
from His point of view and no longer my own. 
This is a great, great relief. Jesus Christ ; 
the only person outside of ourselves who is attrac- 
tive enough to pull us out of our subjective boxes 


” 


and set us free to live—objectively! 


It is obvious that this book was written pri- 
marily to appeal to the lay mind. It should be 
pointed out, however, that any Christian minister 
would be benefited from the reading of this stimu- 
lating bit of autobiography. J.R.R. 
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